MADAMB   DB   MONTESPAN                           gi
ball on the rebound. "There are presumptuous ones, whom the first breath of the zephyr despoils of their plumage and discolours ; others, more reserved and less frivolous, keep their glamour and prestige for a much longer time. For the rest, the latter seem to me to rejoice without being vain in their advantages. And at bottom, what should any insect gain by being proud ? "
" Very little," I answered her, " since being dressed as a butterfly does not prevent one from being an insect, and the best sustained preservation lasts at the most till the day after to-morrow."
The King entered. I started speaking of a young person, extremely beautiful, who had just appeared at Court, and would eclipse, in my opinion, all who had shone there before her.
" What do you call her ? " asked His Majesty. " To what family does she belong ? "
" She comes from the provinces," I continued, ''just like silk, silver and gold. Her parents desire to place her among the maids-of-honour of the Queen. Her name is Fontanges, and God has never made anything so beautiful."
As I said these words I watched the face of